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CHAPTER 221

_______________

HUMAN SERVICES - SOCIAL SERVICES
_______________

SENATE BILL 13-231

BY SENATOR(S) Steadman, Hodge, Lambert, Aguilar, Carroll, Giron, Guzman, Kefalas, Lundberg, Newell, Todd;

also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Levy, Duran, Gerou, Fields, May, Primavera, Rosenthal, Singer, Tyler, Young.

AN ACT

CONCERNING THE CREATION OF THE TITLE IV-E WAIVER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT.
 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  Legislative declaration. (1)  The general assembly hereby finds
and declares that:

(a)  Maintaining a family structure to the greatest degree possible is one of the
fundamental goals that all state agencies must observe, and the state's intervention
in family dynamics should not exceed that which is necessary to rectify the cause
for intervention;

(b)  Child abuse and neglect is a serious and preventable problem in society;

(c)  The protection of children from abuse and neglect or involvement in the
criminal justice system by applying prevention measures and evidence-informed
services must be one of Colorado's highest public policy priorities;

(d)  Out-of-home placement is often the most expensive and disruptive method of
providing services to troubled families and should not be utilized unless it is
necessary to preserve the child's safety or the safety of the community;

(e)  The principle of appropriate state intervention through flexible use of
available federal funds is key to properly targeted and administered systemic reform
of public services for children, youth, and families that are family-focused,
outcome-driven, and cost-efficient;

(f)  Successfully implementing and evaluating a child welfare demonstration
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project with the federal Administration for Children and Families that allows for the
flexible use of targeted Title IV-E waiver moneys will result in improving services
and outcomes for children and their families who are in or at risk of being involved
in the child welfare system;

(g)  The Title IV-E waiver demonstration project expands funding of child welfare
activities that do not otherwise qualify for federal reimbursement. Funding may be
used for family engagement services, trauma-informed child assessments,
trauma-focused behavioral health treatments, permanency roundtables, kinship
supports, or other child welfare services as allowed in the terms and conditions of
the Title IV-E waiver demonstration project; and

(h)  Activities funded under the Title IV-E waiver demonstration project will be
evaluated to determine if the program goals are being met and if the practices are
resulting in improved safety, permanency, and well-being for children.

SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 26-5-105.4 as follows:

26-5-105.4.  Title IV-E waiver demonstration project - county performance
agreements - Title IV-E waiver demonstration project cash fund created - rules
- repeal. (1)  THERE IS HEREBY CREATED IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT THE TITLE

IV-E WAIVER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT, REFERRED TO IN THIS SECTION AS THE

"PROJECT". IN ADMINISTERING THE PROJECT, THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL

DEVELOP A PROCESS BY WHICH COUNTIES OR GROUPS OF COUNTIES WILL

PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT. INDIVIDUAL COUNTIES OR GROUPS OF COUNTIES MAY

PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT FOR THE DELIVERY OF CHILD WELFARE SERVICES.

(2) (a)  PURSUANT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE PROJECT ESTABLISHED

TO INTEGRATE SYSTEMIC CHILD WELFARE REFORMS AND INNOVATIVE PRACTICES

AND ANY SUBSEQUENT WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION THAT MODIFIES THE FEDERAL

REQUIREMENTS GOVERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT, THE STATE

DEPARTMENT IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO ENTER INTO PERFORMANCE AGREEMENTS

WITH INDIVIDUAL COUNTIES OR GROUPS OF COUNTIES. AN INDIVIDUAL COUNTY OR

GROUP OF COUNTIES THAT ENTERS INTO A PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE

STATE DEPARTMENT IS EXEMPT FROM THE RULES OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND

STATE BOARD GOVERNING THE DELIVERY OF CHILD WELFARE SERVICES, AS SUCH

EXEMPTIONS TO RULES ARE IDENTIFIED IN THE PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT. AN

EXEMPTION IN A PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT MUST NOT NEGATIVELY IMPACT CHILD

SAFETY, PERMANENCY, WELL-BEING, OR COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL

REQUIREMENTS.

(b)  ANY MONEYS PROVIDED TO AN INDIVIDUAL COUNTY OR A GROUP OF COUNTIES

THROUGH A PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT MAY BE AWARDED TO THE INDIVIDUAL

COUNTY OR GROUP OF COUNTIES SEPARATE FROM AND IN ADDITION TO THE CAPPED

OR TARGETED ALLOCATION RECEIVED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (a) OF SUBSECTION

(4) OF THIS SECTION.

(3)  AN INDIVIDUAL COUNTY OR GROUP OF COUNTIES THAT HAS ENTERED INTO A

PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO

SUBSECTION (2) OF THIS SECTION IS REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN AN EVALUATION

OF THE PROJECT.
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(4) (a)  AN INDIVIDUAL COUNTY OR GROUP OF COUNTIES THAT HAS ENTERED INTO

A PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND THAT

UNDERSPENDS IN ANY STATE FISCAL YEAR THE TITLE IV-E PORTION OF ITS CAPPED

OR TARGETED ALLOCATION OR THE MONEYS AWARDED TO THE INDIVIDUAL COUNTY

OR GROUP OF COUNTIES THROUGH THE PROJECT SHALL USE FIFTY PERCENT OF THE

UNDERSPENT MONEYS FOR ADDITIONAL CHILD WELFARE SERVICES AS DEFINED IN

SECTION 26-5-101 (3) AND IN A MANNER AND TIME FRAME AS DESCRIBED IN THEIR

PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT. THE BALANCE OF SUCH UNDERSPENT COUNTY TITLE

IV-E MONEYS SHALL BE TRANSMITTED TO THE STATE TREASURER WHO SHALL

CREDIT THE SAME TO THE TITLE IV-E WAIVER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT CASH FUND,
CREATED IN PARAGRAPH (b) OF THIS SUBSECTION (4).

(b)  THERE IS HEREBY CREATED THE TITLE IV-E WAIVER DEMONSTRATION

PROJECT CASH FUND, REFERRED TO IN THIS SUBSECTION AS THE "FUND". MONEYS

CREDITED TO THE FUND ARE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL APPROPRIATION BY THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT FOR ALLOCATION TO COUNTIES TO HELP

DEFRAY THE COSTS OF PERFORMING FUNCTIONS AS DEFINED IN THE PERFORMANCE

AGREEMENT RELATED TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TITLE IV-E WAIVER

DEMONSTRATION PROJECT. ANY MONEYS IN THE FUND NOT EXPENDED FOR THE

PURPOSES SPECIFIED IN THIS SECTION MAY BE INVESTED BY THE STATE TREASURER

AS PROVIDED BY LAW. ALL INTEREST AND INCOME DERIVED FROM THE INVESTMENT

AND DEPOSIT OF MONEYS IN THE FUND MUST BE CREDITED TO THE FUND. ANY

UNEXPENDED AND UNENCUMBERED MONEYS REMAINING IN THE FUND AT THE END

OF A FISCAL YEAR MUST REMAIN IN THE FUND AND MUST NOT BE CREDITED OR

TRANSFERRED OR REVERT TO THE GENERAL FUND OR ANY OTHER FUND.

(c)  THE GENERAL FUND PORTION OF THE CAPPED OR TARGETED ALLOCATION OF

ANY INDIVIDUAL COUNTY OR GROUP OF COUNTIES THAT HAS ENTERED INTO A

PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND UNDERSPENDS MUST

CONTINUE TO BE DISTRIBUTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 26-5-104 (7),
26-5-105.5, AND 24-1.9-102 (2) (h), C.R.S. GENERAL FUND SAVINGS DISTRIBUTED

IN ACCORDANCE WITH EITHER SECTION 26-5-105.5 OR 24-1.9-102 (2) (h), C.R.S.,
MUST BE REINVESTED IN CHILD WELFARE SERVICES AS STIPULATED IN THE

PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT.

(5)  SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS SECTION SUPERSEDES THE REQUIREMENTS FOUND IN

SECTION 26-1-111 (2) (d) (II) (A) CONCERNING FEDERAL REVENUES EARNED BY THE

STATE PURSUANT TO TITLE IV-E OF THE FEDERAL "SOCIAL SECURITY ACT", AS

AMENDED, THAT EXCEED THE AMOUNT NECESSARY TO FULLY FUND PROGRAM,
TRAINING, AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

(6)  THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS AUTHORIZED TO CONTRACT FOR AN EXTERNAL

EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT, INCLUDING THE PROJECT ACTIVITIES COMPLETED BY

INDIVIDUAL COUNTIES OR GROUPS OF COUNTIES THAT HAVE ENTERED INTO

PERFORMANCE AGREEMENTS WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THIS

SECTION.

(7)  THE STATE BOARD SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AS NECESSARY FOR THE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS SECTION.

(8) (a)  ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2013, AND EACH DECEMBER 31
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THEREAFTER, THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL PREPARE A REPORT CONCERNING THE

STATUS OF THE TITLE IV-E WAIVER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT, AS DESCRIBED IN

THIS SECTION. THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL DELIVER THE REPORT TO THE JOINT

BUDGET COMMITTEE, THE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE OF THE

SENATE, THE HEALTH, INSURANCE, AND ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH CARE AND HUMAN SERVICES

COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES,
NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 31 OF EACH YEAR.

(b)  TO THE EXTENT THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT IS ABLE TO PROVIDE THE DATA,
THE REPORT MUST INCLUDE, BUT NEED NOT BE LIMITED TO:

(I)  THE NUMBER OF COUNTIES PARTICIPATING IN THE PROJECT;

(II)  THE INTERVENTIONS IMPLEMENTED BY EACH COUNTY PARTICIPATING IN THE

PROJECT;

(III)  THE OUTCOMES ACHIEVED BY THE PROJECT AS REPORTED TO THE FEDERAL

ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES;

(IV)  THE MONEYS EXPENDED FOR THE PROJECT; AND

(V)  ANY NEED FOR ADDITIONAL LEGISLATION TO FURTHER THE ACCOMPLISHMENT

OF GOALS OF THE PROJECT RELATED TO CHILD SAFETY, PERMANENCY, AND

WELL-BEING.

(9)  THIS SECTION IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE JUNE 30, 2019.

SECTION 3.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds, determines, and
declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety.

Approved: May 14, 2013


